Eat Your Vegetables

Money Matters ...............

Give a Little

Things That Go Bump
in the Night

Say Cheese
Hat Head
In the Money
Meet and Greet

.................
...................
................
..............

Cool Drinks

Stars and Stripes .. ...........
In My Room
Sleepytime
Giving Thanks

Express Mail

StormyDays ................

Official Officers
Bucket Brigade

Sweet Things

HeretoThere.........cvonvvus

All Is Forgiven
Co, Go, Go

Allin the Family. ............. 33
GiveaDogaBone............ 34
Dinner's Ready............... 35
Happy Birthday . ............. 36
ChewonThis................ 37
Peaks and Valleys .. .. ......... 38
ARoselsaRose.............. 39
Chilldhood , isssrimamsnnanan 40
Cheese Eaters. .. ...convuverss 41
O FUN ovvvvvmvmnmnnmaes s 42
Seaworthy . ................. 43
SEW SEW .....iecnaimrnnnnn 44
Save Your Pennies ............ 45
RightorWreng .............. 46
Precipitation Puzzle . .. ........ 47
SnowDay .....ovci0iieinnnn 48
WinterWear................. 49
Outof ThisWorld . ........... 50
Fried Snacks. . ......ovvvvnnn. 51
Candlelight ................. 52
CarTrouble ........coo0vunne 33
PlayDate................... 54
Beautiful Day . ............... 55
Ruling theRoost ............. 56
Mew and Not-So-New . ........ 57
Midday Meal ................ 58
GrowingUp.............o.. 59

WeddingWords. ............. 60



Friendship .................. 61
Rub-a-Dub-Dub.............. 62
Underwater . ................ 63
HearThis................... 64
Brainy Birds . ................ 65
Itchy and Scratchy . ........... 66
Drinking Vessels.............. 67
GoodBooks................. 68
Land of the Free. . ... ......... 69
GO o s s s SRS S ndRs BE 4o 70
School Days. .. cvscsvsasannve 71
Jobs for Grownups. ........... 72
ShipShape. . ................ 73
Suppertime . ................ 74
JustaSpoonful............... 75
FlowerPower................ 76
£ MOATS s x s rsmuup s wpmp amums /7
Horse Sense .« . v evewams snens /8
VotingBooth . ............... 79
Sailling . .....ooiiiiiiiiian 80
Bunny Tales ................. 81
Good HareDay .............. 82
Yo s o isr s nas aREamd s 83
Beastsof Burden ............. 84
Apple for Teacher. .. .......... 85
ArtSmart................... 86
Uphill.. ....... ... . .ooiat. 87

Fish WEBh:..iiuissvsininanss 89
From the Ground Up.......... 90
Strength Training............. a1
Getting the Message . ......... 92
Medal Winners. . ............. 93
FadingLight. . . .............. 94
Auto Adventures ............. 95
Where the Heart Is. .. ......... 26
Quick Wit. . ................. 97
MyFamily .................. 98
Family Ties. . ... ............. 99
Greener Pastures . ........... 100
FUFFMES o« vpawemmsmsmamn ins 101
Woody Wonder .. ........... 102
Mind Your Manners.......... 103
And the Winner Is............. 104
DressingUp............ ... 105
Directions .......ccccccvnuee 106
GetWell Soon .............. 107
AnswerKey............... 108



Welcome to Word Ladders!

In this book you'll find 100 mini-word-
study lessons that are also kid-pleasing
games! To complete each Word Ladder
takes just ten minutes but actively involves
each learner in analyzing the structure and
meaning of words. To play, students begin
with one word and then make a series of
other words by changing or rearranging the
letters in the word before. With regular use,
Word Ladders can go a long way toward
developing your students’ decoding and
vocabulary skills.

How do Word Ladders work?

Let’s say our first Word Ladder begins with
the word walk. The directions will tell
students to change one letter in walk to
make a word that means “to speak.” The
word students will make, of course, is talk.
The next word will then ask students to
make a change in falk to form another
word—perhaps chalk, or fall. At the top of
the ladder, students will have a final word
that is In some way related to the first
word—for example, run. If students get
stuck on a rung along the way, they can
come back to it, because the words before
and after will give them the clues they
need to go on.

How do Word Ladders benefit
students?

Word Ladders are great for building
students’ decoding, phonics, spelling, and
vocabulary skills, When students add or
rearrange letters to make a new word
from one they have just made, they must
examine sound-symbaol relationships
closely. This is just the kind of analysis

that all children need to perform in order
to learn how to decode and spell
accurately. And when the puzzle adds a bit
of meaning in the form of a definition (for
example, “make a word that means to say
something”), it helps extend students’
understanding of words and concepts.

All of these skills are key to students’
success in learning to read and write. 5o
even though Word Ladders will feel like

a game, your students will be practicing
essential literacy skills at the same time!
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How do | teach a Word Ladder lesson?

Word Ladders are incredibly easy and quick

to implement. Here are four simple steps:

1. Choose one of the 100 Word Ladders to
try. (The last three pages are the hardest
ladders in the book, so avoid starting
with those.)

2. Make a copy of the Word Ladder for
each student.

3. Choose whether you want to do your
Word Ladders with the class as a whole,
or by having students work alone, in



pairs, or in groups. (You might do the
first few together, until students are
ready to work more independently.)

4. At each new word, students will see
two clues: the kinds of changes they
need to make to the previous word
(“rearrange the letters” or "add two
letters”), and a definition of or clue to
the meaning of the word. Sometimes
this clue will be a sentence in which the
word is used in context but is left out
for children to fill in. Move from word
to word this way, up the whole Word
Ladder.

Look for the Bonus Boxes with
stars. These are particularly difficult
words you may want to preteach.
Or you can do these ladders as a
group so that children will not get
stuck on this rung.

That's the lesson in a nutshell! It should
take no longer than ten minutes to do.
Once you're done, you may wish to extend
the lesson by having students sort the
words into various categories. This can
help them deepen their understanding of
word relationships. For instance, they
could sort them into:

* Grammatical categories. (Which words
are nouns? Verbs?)

* Word structure. (Which words have a
long vowel and which don't? Which
contain a consonant blend?)

* Word meaning. (Which words express
what a person can do or feel? Which
do not?)

Tips for Working
With Word Ladders

To give students extra help, mix up
and write all the “answers” for the
ladder (that is, the words for each
rung) on the board for them to choose
from as they go through the puzzle.

In addition:

* Add your own clues to give students
extra help as they work through
each rung of a ladder. A recent event
in your classroom or community
could even inspire clues for words.

+ [f students are having difficulty with
a particular word, you might simply
say the word aloud and see if
students can spell it correctly by
making appropriate changes in the
previous word. Elaborate on the
meanings of the words as students
move their way up the ladder.

= If students are stuck on a particular
rung of the Word Ladder, tell them
to skip it and come back to it later.

* Challenge students to come up with
alternative definitions for the same
words. Many words, like lock, fail,
and stock, have multiple meanings.

Timothy Rasinski is a professor of literacy
wmhtmmummﬁma
us on young and struggling
readers. Dr. Rasinski has served on the
board of directors at the International
Reading Association and as president of the
College Reading Association. He is the
author of numerous books and professional
articles on effective reading instruction.
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Name _

Read the clues, then write the words.
Start at the bottom and climb to the top.

——————

A plate on which
food is eaten.

Change one letter.

— e

To cut with big,
sweeping strokes.

Change one letter.

A very messy or
slovenly person.
Change one letter.

e e S— e [—

A red-colored root
vepetable.
Add two letters.

A small amount of

e

something, like a
seasoning for food.
Take away two letters,
then add one.

Tu%prash a liquid about.

Take away the last
letter, then add two.

To wound or pierce with
a pointed weapon.
Take away two letiers.

A large, flat, often thick
piece of something.

Change one letter.

A piece of furniture at
which you eat meals.

Take away lour letters.

——— — — —

A place to keep horses.
Or steady.
Add one letier.




Name

Read the clues, then write the words. ’ n
Start at the bottom and climb to the top. By
ind -
Your 3
=
A polite expressian.
Add one letter. | | B A -
¥
A contract that lets you
- rent someone else's
possessions.
To rest your body Take away the last
against something for E——— letter, then add two.
support.
Rearrange the letters. Another name for street
T or road.
Take away one letler.
Another name for
a flying machine. |  |® = —————
Add one letter. -

. A program of action
—_——— to achieve a goal.

Take away one letter.
A heavy, thick board.
Change one consonant.

A mischievous trick.
~an- o e Add one letter.
E | Captain and private are
—5 in the military. T
E Change the first letter.
3 A container used to hold
i T liquid or gas.
s Take away one letter.
g To express gratitude.
a Take awayoneword. | [ QL___________
: thank you
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